MGR. 24. 2010 



4:21PM 



2242122087 



NO. 968 



Appl. No. 10/783,649 

AmdL dated March24 > 2010 

Reply to Office Action of December 24, 2009 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

MAR 2 4 2010 



Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of the claims in 
this application; 

Listing of Claims: 
1.- 11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Currently Amended) A method for tracking a portable medical device that is 
movable to and reusable in a plurality of physical locations in connection with a plurality 
of patients and connectable with an electronic network having one or more access nodes, 
comprising: 

determining the last access node used by a medical device and reporting the last used 
access node to a medication management uni t that is remote from the medical 
device and connectable with the electronic network: 

determining &ea last known general physical location of athe medical device based on 
the last access node used by the medical device as reported at the medication 
management unit; 

displaying the last known general physical location of athe medical device at a user 

access devic e that is located remotely from the medication management unit and 
the medical device, based on a report from the medication management unit;-afi4 

proceeding with the user access device to the last known general physical location of the 
medical device; 

if. upon proceeding with the user access device to the last known general^hysjcal 

location of the medical device, the medical device is one of absen t, commingled 
with other medical devices, and hidden from view such that additional assistance 
is required to ascertain a then current and specific location of the medical device. 

transmitting a request audio location alarm message from the user access device to the 
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medication r nanaf ramfint unit: 

in response to receipt of the request audio location alarm message, transmitting an order 
audio locator alarm messagejfrom.the medication management unit to the medical 
device: 

aotiyatia g- and omitting an audio location alarm from th e medical d e vic e in response to 
receipt at the medical device of rathe ordgr_audio toea^oi d ocator alarm 
r e qu e s t message from the usor - acccaa - dcviec - relQyod throughfrem the medication 
management unit, such that -the medical device activating and emitting an a u di bly 
broadcasts th e audio locatio nl ocator alarm at ethe then current and specific 
physical location of the medical device r e gardl e ss of position r e lative to another 
medical devic e without regard for proximity to the user access_device and current 
visibility status of the medical device . 

13.-14. (Cancelled) 

15. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 12, wherein the activating and emitting 
steps are executed using a medical device selected from a group of medical devices 
consisting of a medical pump, a diagnostic device, and a patient vital signs monitor. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 12, further comprising the step of 
inserting a predetermined time delay prior to the activating and emitting steps in order to 
allow a searcher to travel to the last used access node. 
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